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'IS EUROPE A CHRISTIAN CONTINENT?
SHOULD IT BE?'
These are the kind of questions that we shall tackle at the Society’s next
Annual General Meeting in Brussels
In an exciting departure from our normal routine the Executive Committee has decided that
our Society’s Annual General Meeting in 2016 will not be held anywhere in the United Kingdom - but in Brussels.
There are two good reasons for doing this. The first is that Brussels is
very accessible to all our European members, including those in the UK.
Second, it will provide us with an opportunity to visit the Anglican ProCathedral and to meet the Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe, the Rt Rev Dr
Robert Innes, who is himself a member of our Society.
Bishop Robert has agreed to be our principle speaker. We hope that he
will be joined by representatives of the Conference of European
Churches and the European Union Commission.
The meeting will be held in the ProCathedral of Holy Trinity, Rue Capitaine
Crespel 29, [Kapitein Crespelstraat 29]
Brussels on Saturday 12th March 2016.
Registration will be from 10.00am with the
first session beginning at 10.45am. Coffee
and Tea and Lunch will be provided and
the meeting will end by 4.00pm.
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More details will be published in January’s
edition of The Window. Meanwhile, now
is a good time to start making your travel
arrangements and maybe booking a weekend break in this exciting city. It might perhaps be possible to worship with a Lutheran congregation on the Sunday morning.

2016 CONFERENCE PROVING POPULAR
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The choice of Visby on the Swedish island of Gotland for
our Society’s 2016 conference is proving very popular.
About 40 members have sent in their provisional booking
forms. They will benefit from the price discount being
offered to all who book early. This is a very encouraging.
We have already had to reserve more rooms in the hotel
which will be providing accommodation for us all.
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So if you are planning to come to the conference, send in
your booking form very soon. The special discounted
price for members ends on 31st October. After that,
others can book in, but they will have to pay the full price.
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MEET NORWAY’S NEW NATIONAL COORDINATOR
He is the Rev Fredrik Ulseth and he succeeds Jacob Knudsen who died last February.
Fredrik has been Vicar of Lambertseter
in Oslo for the past eight years. It is a
parish with just over 10,000 inhabitants
of whom around 8,000 are nominally
Church of Norway members. He is
married to Randi Elisabeth Tallaksen,
Rector (or Head) of one of the larger
Primary Schools in Oslo for children
aged 6 -15. They have a daughter and a
son.
Elisabeth is a doctor in
Kristiansand, married to Nils Christian,
also a doctor, and they have a baby
daughter, Amanda. Nikolai Fredrik is
at the Royal Navy Academy in Bergen.
Fredrik has a long standing interest in
the Anglican Church. In 2014 he
completed his Master in Practical
Theology.
‘My paper, entitled “All
scripture is inspired by God: A contribution
to the Development of a Weekday
Lectionary”, is totally linked to the
Anglican Church,’ he says. ‘I argue for
bringing back to the Church of Norway

a more Lectio Continua based reading
culture, and I harmonized the
Common Worship Lectionary and our
Church Year Calendar.’
But long before that, following the
Porvoo Agreement, Fredrik had been
asked by the then Bishop of Oslo, the
Rt Rev Dr Andreas Aarflot, if he
would help the Anglican Chaplain in
Oslo by standing in for him when he
was away travelling. So he received
his Permission to Officiate within the
Anglican Diocese of Europe in its
northern Archdeaconry.
Recently, his parish in Lambertseter
formed a Friendship Covenant with
the Church of England parish of St
Anne with St Christopher in Luton,
where the Vicar is the Rev Peter
Budgell. In May this year a group from
the Lambertseter parish made a visit
to Luton and found it a most inspiring

NEW PRESIDING BISHOP
The Episcopal Church of the USA’s General Convention
made history on June 27th when it chose Michael Curry,
Bishop of North Carolina, to be its 27th Presiding Bishop.
He begins a nine-year term when he succeeds the current
Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori, on 1st November. They are both pioneers in their own way. She was and still is - the first female among the ordained leaders of
the Anglican Communion’s 38 Provinces. He will be the
first person of colour to be elected as Presiding Bishop of
ECUSA.
‘It really is a blessing and privilege to serve our church and
to serve our Lord in this way,’ Bishop Curry told a packed
House of Deputies after they had confirmed his election. ‘I
treasure this church, this house, the House of Bishops, all of
us. We are God’s children.’
‘There are challenges before us and there are crises all
around us,’ he continued. ‘But we’ve a God and there really is a Jesus, and we are part of the Jesus Movement. Nothing can stop the movement of God’s love in this world!”
Bishop Curry has been North Carolina’s diocesan bishop
since he was consecrated on June 17th, 2000. He was Rector of St. James’ Episcopal Church, Baltimore, Maryland
before that. He and his wife, Sharon, have two adult daughters, Rachel and Elizabeth. Please remember him and his
family as he takes up his new role in the world-wide
Church.

experience. Fredrik has promised to
give an account of it in a future edition
of The Window.

INVITATION TO ERFURT
The International Ecumenical Fellowship (IEF) is inviting
members of the Anglican-Lutheran Society to join them at
Bildungshaus St Ursula in Erfurt from 30th September to
3rd October for a conference entitled
‘From Prague to Wittenberg From the First to the Second Reformation’.
Themes to be discussed will include Waldensians in Italy John Wycliffe and Martin Bucer in England - Martin Luther
in Erfurt (1505-1512) - modelling hospitality to migrants in
Europe. The cost for accommodation and meals will be in
the region of €195. For more information contact Pastor
Dr Hans-Georg Link, Email : hglink@web.de

RENEWING CHURCH LIFE
People who attended our last conference in Hungary will
remember one of our speakers, Canon Robin Greenwood.
He told us of his researches into how the life of a local
church can be enriched and renewed. He has now published a book, ‘Sharing God’s Blessing’ (2016, SPCK,
ISBN 9780281072156, £9.99) Part One, explores the
meaning of blessing and the power of face-to-face group
conversations to transform. Part Two outlines five guided
conversations for change on the theme of blessing. Part
Three offers case studies on how this material has been
used in different contexts, including for Mission Action
Planning .
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CHURCHES : CONSTANT YET ALWAYS CHANGING
Reformation then and now
Our Society’s International Conference in Visby, Sweden
Friday 19th to Tuesday 23rd August 2016
The aim of our conference will be to
help us get ready to commemorate the
500th anniversary of the nailing up of
the theses, with which Martin Luther
set the Reformation in motion, in
Wittenberg on 31st October, 1517. It
was a key moment in Church history.
Throughout 2017 it will be marked by
concerts, church services, festivals and
theatre productions highlighting the
importance of the Reformation and the
role played by Luther and his fellow
reformers.
What was life like in 1517?
Our conference will begin by taking us,
in our imaginations, back to the
beginning of the sixteenth century.
What was it like to be alive in those
days? How prepared might we have
been for the revolution that was about
to be unleashed? Would we have
welcomed the changes in church life
and in society that rapidly occured at
that time, or might we have resisted
them?
There is no better place to confront
questions like these than in the
Diocese of Visby on the island of
Gotland. We shall spend a full day
visiting a number of church buildings
that have remained largely unchanged
since medieval times. Local experts
and guides will help us to enter
L uth er’s w orld, t o app reciat e
something of what was going on in
Church and Society at that time, and to
understand the passion for reform
exhibited by Luther and his many
fellow reformers, and why many
religious and political leaders were
resistant to change.
But while we have one foot in the past
the other will be firmly in the present
because, along the way, we shall hope
to meet members of local churches, to
entertain and be entertained by them,
and to worship with them.
The
brochure that our Society’s members
have already received outlines some of
the places we might visit, and as the
arrangements are confirmed fuller
details will be published on the

vast, and we shall only be able to touch
on a few specific topics. But we shall
hope to tackle them in ways that will
help us to deal with other issues when
we return home.

Society’s website and in the
information to be sent to all who
register for the conference.
500 years of continual change
Naturally, after 1517 things did not
stand still. The gifts of the reformers,
education, freedom of conscience, and
the discovery of personal identity,
began to free people from traditional
authority, both religious and secular.
A new sense of what it means to be
community developed, based around
personal beliefs, convictions and ideals.
But the down-side was that the Reformation and the subsequent CounterReformation led to a century of religious wars in which many people died
and much of Europe was devastated.
The Peace of Westphalia in 1648
might have seen an end to the conflict
but the division of the denominations
had been strengthened. In the British
Isles reformation and change also took
place, but at a different pace and for
different reasons.
With the help of some keynote
speakers, and drawing on our own
understandings and experience, our
conference will help us review some of
the changes that have taken place
within our Churches during the past
500 years, in their dealings with one
another, and in their relationship to
Society at large. Clearly, the area is

And what of tomorrow?
As we look forward to 2017 we shall
hear about some of the events and
activities that are being planned internationally and nationally. We shall be
asked to think of ways in which we can
involve our congregations and our colleagues in commemorating the Reformation, something that might come
more naturally to Lutherans than to
Anglicans, and of activities we might
organise in our own localities. There
will be tours organised, taking in many
of the towns, cities, houses and institutions associated with the people at the
heart of the movement for reform.
There will be great ecumenical gatherings and religious services. But what
will we do? There will be many possibilities, from sharing in study courses
to visiting congregations of a tradition
different from ours, and perhaps in
another country.
And, of course, we shall be faced with
an all-important question: As we look
around us now, and say our prayers,
what changes might God the Holy Spirit be demanding of us? In what ways
should our church communities adapt
so as to remain constant, members of
the one holy Christian Church, proclaiming the Gospel in its truth and
purity and faithfully administering the
sacraments?
What an exciting conference it promises to be! If you have not yet sent in
your Provisional Booking Form, do it
quickly. If it arrives before 31st October you can take full advantage of the
members’ discount on the conference
fee. And if by some unfortunate error
you have not yet received your copy of
the conference brochure contact Mrs
Helen Harding at once and she will
send you one:
email harding232@gmail.com
or phone 0044 (0)1626 852677.
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WANTED: PEOPLE WILLING TO SHARE
THEIR INSIGHTS, EXPERIENCE AND ENTHUSIASM
Everyone who belongs to our Society
has considerable experience of sharing
in the Church’s life, its worship, its
pastoral care and its organisation. We
can all learn so much from each other
because our contexts and our traditions are so different.
During our conference in Visby next
August we would like to give our
members an opportunity to share with
others their particular interests and
enthusiasms. Are you interested in
some theological issues that arose at

the time of the Reformation and in the
past 500 years? Are you keen on the
liturgical life of our churches, the use
of hymnody and music and the movements towards liturgical change? Do
you have insights to share in the area
of spirituality, or about the changing
roles of women, or about new ways of
engaging in evangelism? Do you have
experiences of diaconal ministry to
share, or strong ideas about how vocations to ministry, lay and ordained,
should be fostered and tested, and
about how accredited ministers should

be trained and supported in their ministries? If you do, we want to hear from
you.
We plan to include in our conference a
number of workshop sessions, each
with a 20 minute presentation followed
by 20 minutes of questions and discussion? If you would like to lead one of
these workshop sessions contact Dick
Lewis at dick@ccwatford.u-net.com.
Tell him what your particular area of
interest is and the conference planning
group will try to fit you in,

WHAT MIGHT TOMORROW'S CHURCH LOOK LIKE?
This article by Tom Ehrich, a writer, church consultant and Episcopal priest based in New York,
appeared in The Lutheran on June 2nd, 2015.
Enough about churches that are dying. Let’s imagine something that lives, breathes, serves, makes a difference. Would
we even call it “church”? The term seems tattered and torn
after two millennia of use.

opinion and fighting. Because people are different, their
words about God would be different.

Maybe the term “faith community” would convey fewer
historical negatives. Whatever! Let’s not get hung up on
names. Let’s imagine what it would actually be and do.

The community would resist the normal human temptation
to build facilities and to invest those facilities with unique
character that might overshadow the people themselves. It
would “travel light,” gathering wherever need and mission
took it.

It would be God’s incarnate presence in human life. Not
the only presence, but one that many people could enter
into. Not so much an institution with structures, rules and
layers of leadership, but rather a dynamic, ever-shifting community that gathered in various ways, ranging from small
circles of friends to mass assemblies for special purposes.

Credentials and training would matter far less than mutually
recognized gifts of the Spirit. Though the world values power-based roles like leader, the faith community would value
whatever ministries were needed at the moment, including
leadership, but also including teaching, hospitality, prayer
and discernment, as well as others. All would be valued.

It would look outward, unlike other human institutions that
look inward. It would see people wanting to draw closer to
God. It would see human needs such as grief and tragedy,
hunger and hopelessness. It would see key moments in
people’s lives, such as partnering and parenting. It would
see the ways people hurt each other and the tendency of
injustice to become systemic.

Can you imagine all of this? It’s hard. We are accustomed
to faith organizations that function more like worldly institutions, such as universities and banks. But something of this
sort is how Jesus formed his first disciples. The key, I think,
isn’t finding the perfect way of being and then formalizing it,
but trusting God to show the way and remaining open and
flexible to that way.

The community would have a bias toward action, welcoming
the stranger, providing care and food, supporting people in
transition, working for justice. It would have as much organization as it needed for action and would resist the human temptation to concretize structure in order to allocate
power.

Much of the “dying” we worry about is the normal passing
away of structures and ideas that no longer convey meaning.
The big downtown church isn’t empty because church leaders failed or people were unappreciative. It’s empty because
people are finding life elsewhere.

This faith community would teach about God, not by formulating doctrines, but by telling the stories people are living
with God. It would convey narrative, not law. It would
draw on historic records such as Scripture, on more recent
thinking and on discoveries being made in real time. It
would encourage exploration and mutual respect, not right

Imagining a faith community like this assumes an ability to
start from scratch, and it’s not easy. Many people are keen
to maintain what has been, not to seek what could be.
Their number, however, gets smaller and smaller. Wise
faith leaders of all ages acknowledge the stress that occurs
when the old passes away, but they won’t act to stop the
passing away. Reinvigorating old ways isn’t a way forward.
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A NEW BISHOP FOR VÄXJÖ
On Monday 6th April 2015, Swedish Bishop Jan-Olof Johansson (left) laid down his pastoral staff
at a service in Växjö Cathedral. The Rev Tony Dickinson, who sent us this report, represented
Växjö’s partner Church of England diocese of Oxford, and presented him with a token of affection in recognition of Bishop Jan-Olof’s involvement in their partnership from its earliest days
when he was stiftsprost (‘diocesan dean’) in Växjö.
The following Sunday, 12th April, Fredrik Modéus was consecrated Bishop in Uppsala Cathedral. His consecration was a living example of the working of the Porvoo Agreement. The
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Rev Andrew Proud, was one of the consecrating bishops, alongside
Archbishop Antje Jackelén
and Bishop Fredrik’s brother,
Martin Modéus, Bishop of
Linköping, as well as bishops
from the Churches of Denmark, Iceland, Finland and the EKD. Also present were
Bishop Colin Fletcher of Dorchester (the Acting Bishop of
Oxford) and Hugh White representing Oxford diocese.
Bishop Fredrik, seen here signing autographs after the
service, was born in 1964 in Växjö diocese. Ordained in
1991 he has served in Värnamo, Hässleholm, Oskarshamn
and Lund. He is married to Carina. They have three children: Erik (21), Ida (19) and Arvid (16). In his leisure time
he enjoys reading, listening to music and playing the piano.
He is also interested in sport and takes exercise regularly,
preferably on his own on a running track.

CHURCHES IN ENGLAND CELEBRATE
NEW RELATIONSHIP
On Sunday, 14th June, the Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Great Britain, the Rt Rev Dr Martin Lind (right), and the Bishop of London, the Rt
Rev Richard Chartres, led a service celebrating the establishment of full
communion between the Church of England and the Lutheran Church
in Great Britain (LCiGB). This new relationship between the two
Churches is a consequence of the signing of the Porvoo Agreement by
Bishop Lind on behalf of the LCiGB in September 2014 in York.
The service took place in St Mary at Hill, a Church of England parish in
London, at which St Anne's Lutheran Church, a congregation of the
LCiGB, conducts
regular worship.
The Rector of St
Mary at Hill, the
Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkins, and
the priest-in-charge of St Anne's, the Rev Eliza Zikmane, assisted in
leading the worship.
During the service, the Bishop of London gave the Rev Eliza Zikmane
Permission to Officiate (PTO) in the Diocese of London. Eliza, who
is a member of the Anglican-Lutheran Society’s Executive Committee, is the first LCiGB pastor to receive a PTO. But we hope she will
not be the last. The LCiGB and the Church of England exist side by
side in England and might serve as a model for developing common
mission and greater unity in new ways within the wider Porvoo family
of churches.

Page 6

SLOWLY COMING TOGETHER IN MAINE
A case study of what can begin to happen
when the Spirit lights a fire
In January 2014 the Rev Erik Karas became half time Interim Pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Augusta, Maine, USA.
The ELCA’s sexuality agreement in 2009 had led to a decline in church membership. Their former Pastor had left to take up
a chaplaincy role, so the congregation decided to hire Erik as part-time Interim so they could save up enough money
to call a full time pastor and will themselves back into new life. Erik takes up the story.
There are only 16 ELCA congregations
in the state of Maine so, being short of
Lutheran colleagues, I was invited to
join a weekly text study with a group of
Episcopalians. There I discovered that
the five Episcopal congregations in the
area were struggling. None of them
had full-time clergy, and their Bishop
had tasked them to start a two year
period of facilitated, intentional conversation to figure out a way to maintain
an Episcopalian presence in the area.

Christ Church in Gardiner is the oldest mainland Episcopal church in
Maine. They threw their first priest
out for being a loyalist during the rebellion of the American Colonies,
Maine’s first Bishop is buried in their
cemetery, and they have a considerable endowment which is controlled by
people outside the church. This allows them to continue at some level
without the need to collaborate. They
were being served by an Interim.

financial resources and music won!
Many of the younger families fell away.
They are served by a half time Rector.

I found their situation interesting. St
Mark’s is a large downtown church
where the wealthy once worshipped.
At some point in recent history a plan
had been hatched whereby St Mark’s
would become the centre of a ‘greater
parish’. Its Rector would supervise the
smaller parishes in the area. The plan
failed but the resentment created lasted well beyond the lives of those who
had promoted the idea. The congregation of about 25 Sunday worshippers
had no Rector, the church being overseen by a lay administrator appointed
by the Bishop. Their downtown location provided a hub for social services
but few members were actively involved beyond providing the space.

St Andrew’s is a mission congregation
and was served by a retired priest. It
is west of Augusta and does not own a
building. They see themselves as a
house church that serves the “other
side” of the main North/South highway
including a significant number of summer residents who come to the lakes
in that area. Their retired priest retired again and they are currently
served by supply only.

Perhaps the real beginning for me was
my suggestion in text study to have a
joint Ascension Day worship with all
six congregations participating. Together the group is known as the K6
or Kennebeck Valley Six. In hindsight,
the Lutheran congregation provided
“neutral ground” that was not burdened by any of the historical resentments that existed between the Episcopal congregations. I think that all of
them knew they needed to do something different to have a future, but
none wanted another Episcopal church
to “win” and them to be “the loser”,
forced to leave their building to join
someone else in theirs.

St Matthew’s in Hallowell was a small
but vibrant congregation until a few
years ago. They had a growing children’s ministry and a good music programme. At some point those two
groups began to compete for the same

St Barnabas’ in Augusta is a mission
church created by the people of St
Mark’s long ago for their workers and
staff. There is still that sort of tension
to this day even though those dynamics
are long gone. They are served 1/4
time by the same person who serves St
Matthew’s.

After that Ascension Day I was
brought to one of the K6 meetings and
met Canon Michael Ambler who facilitated the meetings with representatives and clergy from all five parishes.
His skill in holding open the system,
but not providing an “answer” from
the bishop’s office, was a key factor in
getting the churches to buy in. At that
meeting I was invited to ask our congregation if they would like a seat at
the table like the others. We began
joining them for meetings from that
point on.

Doing something different! The Mustard Seeds working on making pumpkin lanterns

The next movement in the group came
when the Christian Education people
at Prince of Peace decided to do something different with their programme.
There were only one or two children
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in Sunday School on Sunday morning.
Most families were involved with
sports and other things on Sunday
mornings. We called all the Prince of
Peace families together and asked when
they could meet for Christian Education and they told us late Sunday afternoon would work best. At the next
K6 meeting I invited the other members to join us in this experiment and
the Rector from St Matthews put me in
touch with one of the families that had
been involved with leading Christian
Education there but who had fallen
away. She was the part time Christian
Education director at a church in Yarmouth, Maine in the mornings and offered to help us start the evening programme at Prince of Peace which we
call Mustard Seeds.
With a New Initiatives grant from the
Diocese, we hired her as the coordinator and she drew the families that had
been disaffected at St Matthew’s into
this new experiment. Together with
the families from Prince of Peace we
had the critical mass to make a successful program. Mustard Seeds is still
evolving. There are families connected
to churches in the K6, but there are
others for whom this is their only
church connection. Our largest attendance at Mustard Seeds was for a
pumpkin carving night for Halloween
when 85 adults and children attended.
A typical evening is around 40. Those
40 include children, parents and grandparents. We meet at 4pm for a short
worship then break into different age
groups and finish with a meal together.
The lessons follow the lectionary.
There are thoughts to making the wor-

ship component an additional Eucharist and other thoughts that this may
become an independent congregation
of its own. No one really knows
where it is headed.
This may be the biggest thing I’ve
learned from this whole process. In
my mind, the logical thing from the
start was for all six of these congregations to close, merge together and
become one vibrant congregation perhaps on the Lutheran church campus
which was the most modern and the
only one with parking. The trouble was
there was no energy
for that sort of
move. There was,
however, energy for
this Christian Education programme and
by feeding that existing fire we were able
to see a huge effect.
I think it is impossible for us to start a
fire. Only the Holy
Spirit starts fires.
However, we can
feed a fire that’s been started, even if
it isn’t where we would have started
one.
The next thing that happened was that
I learned that, several years before, St
Mark’s had begun moving out of its
large gothic sanctuary for the winter
months and worshipping in their parish
hall to save money on heating. Since
they were without a Rector, I made an
off the cuff invitation for them to
move for the winter over to Prince of

The first Sunday. St Mark’s font in the centre and the seats where nobody wanted them!

Peace and then return to their church
in the spring.
At their next meeting the proposal was
made by a vestry member (no one
knew this was coming - including me!)
to move over to Prince of Peace for a
whole year as an experiment and to
hire me half time as their Priest-inCharge for that year. This meant that I
would be full time, paid half by St
Mark’s and half by Prince of Peace, but
we would be in the same facility together. The Diocese offered to take

control of the St Mark’s buildings so
they would not be a burden any longer
and we began our time together.
I started officially with St Mark’s on
January 1st, 2015 and they moved over
then as well. In hindsight it may have
been better if I had begun with them in
November at their facility and helped
prepare them for the move. I did do
four Wednesday lunches at St. Mark’s
where I cooked them soup and invited
anyone to come and get to know me
and ask questions. That helped.
When the move happened I prepared
the Lutherans by asking them to be
hospitable, imagining themselves in the
shoes of the people of St Mark’s, moving out of their home. They agreed to
worship using the Episcopal Church’s
Rite II for the liturgy in Epiphany as a
way to give them a familiar touchstone.
I also had the St Mark’s large, stone
Baptismal Font moved over to Prince
of Peace and rearranged the seating so
that no one would be able to find
“their seat” on our first Sunday together. (Both congregations hated the
seating arrangement, but they hated it
together, and together they achieved
the victory of returning the seating to
“normal”!) January was a difficult start
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due to a horrible winter that caused us
to cancel worship twice and have low
worship attendance. By the end of
January there were concerns that the
experiment wasn’t working. However,
on the first Sunday where the roads
weren’t covered with snow or ice, we
worshipped with over 80 people and
the numbers have been increasing ever
since and are now regularly over 100. A full
church on Sunday has
broken both congregations out of their depression. (Spring helped
too!)

financial ground which will allow us to
reach out in service to the community
and not simply wait for someone to
lock the doors and board up the windows.

historical hurts that were held long
after the original causes were gone. In
the Prince of Peace/St Mark’s venture
there are a couple of people on both
sides who basically feel that the path to
the future lies in recreating the past.
Governance in the combined church is They want to return to the methods
not a problem with two congregations that worked in the 1960’s and if we
but when the others join, we can’t (I just did that we would thrive and
wouldn’t need this partnership. Handling these
individuals with patience
and grace and sometimes a firm hand, and
knowing which to use
and when to use each
method has been my
We all worship together
greatest challenge. So
at one time. We alterfar it’s working, but it
nate between Rite II and
takes lots of mental
Lutheran liturgies, all of
gymnastics. One person
which are so similar it is
described what I do
becoming clear to everythese days as juggling
one that it doesn’t matminiature solar systems
ter which we use. The
where you not only
two congregations rehave to catch each sysmain legally two sepatem, but have to catch
rate entities, each with Left to right: Rt Rev Steven Lane, Bishop of the Diocese of Maine (Episcopal), Rev Tim the right planet in each
their own budget and Roser, Assistant to the Bishop of the New England Synod (Lutheran), Rev Erik Karas, one at the right time to
council/vestry.
St Rev Rebecca Grant, Deacon St. Mark's/Prince of Peace (Episcopal), Canon Michael keep things going. StepAmbler, Canon to the Ordinary Diocese of Maine (Episcopal), Rev James Hazelwood,
Mark’s writes a cheque
ping back and seeing
Bishop of the New England Synod (Lutheran)
to Prince of Peace for
how all the pieces might
their half of my salary and I’m paid by can’t!) handle four vestry/council fit together sometime down the road
Prince of Peace. The other commit- meetings per month! The bishop’s and then working things in that directees are integrating such as worship, offices are researching how this has tion and all the time watching for preproperty, stewardship etc. One of the been done in other places in the US. viously unseen opportunities that pop
huge benefits of coming together is that There are not many, but there are a up along the way is challenging. I have
there are enough people so that no few examples we can learn from going loved it, but I’m also looking forward
one gets burned out trying to do it all.
forward. There is, for instance, a to a good vacation this summer!
“federated” model where formerly
The driver of all of this was the fear of separate congregations close and open Other inhibitors have been individuals
extinction, at least at first. Since then, a new unified parish with full associa- who, because of their own personal
as we’ve gotten to know each other in tion to both denominations. Initially, baggage, agendas or brokenness atthe K6 meetings and particularly as in our setting, there was a need for an tempt to pick a fight, knowing that any
Mustard Seeds and the Prince of Peace/ Episcopal/Lutheran translation diction- conflict will stop progress. Realizing
St Mark’s experiment has progressed, ary (vestry = council, senior warden = they are typically acting out of some
the driver is becoming more a sense of council president etc.) but with some personal pain, rather than out of some
joy and vitality and a growing hopeful- humour that was managed. We’ve appropriate concern, and going to the
ness for the future. There is the grow- done several instructed Eucharists fights you need to have and not accepting sense that we are greater than the stopping to explain where things differ ing the invitation to fights you don’t
sum of our parts. This has continued and if the difference is a denomination- need to have is also a challenge. A non
to grow in a visible way that has been al one or just a local practice. In the -anxious presence and passing on inviwatched. St Matthew’s and St Barnabas’ coming year I hope we can find a crea- tations to partake in the drama are
are close, I believe, to joining us in our tive way to combine the council with critical. The other inhibitor is simply
experiment and moving in with Prince the vestry and combine our finances in the understandable connections to the
of Peace/St Mark’s largely because of a way that reflects our shared minis- physical places. The memories and
the joy they see in us. Their arrival will try. I hope this can happen even be- traditions attached to those places for
complicate things certainly, but create a fore a more formal/legal arrangement over a hundred years are strong and
church worshipping over 160 per week is made.
real. Overcoming the idea that we
and will give the newly forming congrehave “failed” to keep this place going
gation 1.75 clergy. I believe that move There were and still are several inhibi- and we’ve let our ancestors down is a
will take all four churches fully out of tors of the process from both congre- significant process. There is real grief
survival mode and put them onto solid gations. In the K6, these were the work to be done in this.
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I honestly don’t see any weakness in
what we are doing together other than
it’s just plain hard work. The support
we get from both bishops is wonderful
and has been critical to our success.
They both embrace a spirit of experimentation and are less worried about
defending territory and more focused
on doing the Gospel. Maine is one of
the least religious parts of our country,
so we are on the cutting edge and they
both realize this and see it more as an
opportunity than a threat. I have told
both bishops that I am able to walk a
pretty high wire with this experiment
because I am entirely confident that
they are holding a net for me if things
should fall apart. Since I don’t have to
worry about becoming the scapegoat
for a failed experiment or about feeding my family should it all come crashing down, I can be as bold as necessary.
In the Interim Ministry world they say
an Intentional Interim is “pre-fired” and
that status gives a great deal of freedom to be bolder than if this was a
permanent call.
As far as the future goes, I believe we
are close to welcoming St Matthew’s
and St Barnabas’ and their shared clergy person into our Prince of Peace/St
Mark’s mix. We will need to move to
two worship times since we can’t seat
everyone in the sanctuary at one time,
but I hope we can resist the temptation
of one being an “Episcopal” liturgy and
the other being a “Lutheran” liturgy.
My vision would be that we have the
same blended worship at each time and
the other clergy person and I would
take turns preaching and presiding, so
both were present at both worship
times. I suspect that I would serve as
the Senior Pastor/Priest and the Episcopal priest coming with St. Matthew’s
and St. Barnabas would be my associate
since he is 3/4 time. If this happens
there will be about the same number of
members from each tradition but three
Episcopal congregations to the one
Lutheran congregation. Will the Lutherans feel overrun? How can we
assure people that their traditions and
connections will be honored and maintained? How can we be helpful in everyone’s grieving of what was and how
can we facilitate that process but not
get stuck there?
As for Christ Church, they are dipping
into the principle of their endowment
to call a full time Rector for a two year

experiment on their own. Their hope
is to use those two years to grow into
a place where their regular giving can
support a full time clergy person without using their endowment. If that
doesn’t work, I suspect they will go to
part time clergy but remain separate.
St Andrew’s will continue as a house
church, but they are realizing they
need some kind of clergy leadership
but don’t know how that will happen.
I imagine that eventually they will fold
into our arrangement in some fashion.
Perhaps they will become a summer
chapel for the lake visitors or maybe a
western outpost for what we are
building on the eastern side of the
highway staffed by clergy from the
combined parish.
Personally, I can see this arrangement
continuing with me remaining an Intentional Interim for another few years as
they blend together and settle into a
new normal. Once they reach that
place, I have the option to be a candidate for the permanent position, but I
will only do that if my gifts match what
they need. What they will need has
yet to be determined. When it comes
time for the call process, I suspect
they will want to call someone from
each denomination at first, but I
wouldn’t be surprised if that became
less important in the future. Currently
both bishops are working together to
create a mutually agreeable contract
for clergy serving a joint congregation.
Both bishops work well together and
trust each other so they will find the
best candidate and not overly worry
about denomination. Oversight and
discipline are handled by the respective bishop and denomination. If I got
in trouble, I would answer to the Lutheran bishop. If the Episcopal priest
got in trouble, they would answer to
the Episcopal bishop. Both have told
us not to get into trouble!

Hold open the system of churches involved. Remind them of the tension
they are in, don’t let them settle for an
easy Bandaid but wait and insist they
resolve the tension. If they think the
bishop is “doing it to them” it just won’t
work. It has to be their idea (even if it’s
your idea).
After St Mark’s moved over to Prince of
Peace, the people from Christ Church
asked them why they went to Prince of
Peace and not to Christ Church. The
people from St Mark’s said, “Well, they
invited us.” Sometimes people just
need to be shown a possible path.
Fearful people have a harder time being
imaginative. Facilitate imagination but
don’t fully do the imagining for them.
I’ve leaned heavily on skills learned as a
trained Intentional Interim, from Conflict
Mediation training and from Family
Systems Theory as well as a number of
things I’ve learned “the hard way” over
the years. I really think my status as an
Interim and that frame of mind helps.
We’ve often been surprised that the people in the congregations were more
ready to move forward than we imagined. When you find out the people are
out in front of you, go with it.
No amount of telling people from two
traditions that they are more similar
than different can replace simply worshiping together, living together and
seeing it as a fact. Find creative ways
to have occasional joint worship times
and projects together such as Ascension
Day, Epiphany, St. Francis Blessing of
the Animals etc.
Finally, remember Jim, from ‘The Vicar
of Dibley’. A string of “no, no, no, no,
no, no, no” may end up being followed
by a “yes” if you just wait a while.

The thoughts I can pass on at this
point are:
Get people together and wait for the Holy
Spirit to start a fire and then fuel that
fire, even if it’s not the fire you had
hoped would start or the “logical” place
for a fire. Fires, I expect, will be unique
to the context.
Bishops and their staffs who are open to
experiments, and cover the experimenters’ backs, are crucial. Bold moves
require secure nets.

Mustard tree banner created by Pastor
Karas’ mother. There is space for every bird
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KIRCHENTAG IN STUTTGART 2015:
IMPRESSIONS OF AN OLD-STAGER
The German Evangelical Kirchentag is a very special lay-led ‘happening’.
Here, Bishop Rupert Hoare, former Anglican Co-Moderator of our Society,
shares some thoughts on the most recent happening in June.
Each Kirchentag goes
under a short and
pithy Biblical text,
consisting often of a
single clause taken
from a longer sentence. This year’s was,
‘that we may become wise’, or in the German,
‘damit wir klug werden.’ It’s from Psalm 90, verse 12, which a
modern English translation renders, ‘So teach us to number
our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.’
To take the acquisition of wisdom as the theme was a bold
and not uncontroversial choice. After all, St Paul spoke
powerfully against
the wisdom of this
world and in favour of the ‘folly
of the cross’. And
are we not to be
‘fools for Christ’
and to recognize
the danger of becoming ‘worldly
wise’? And don’t
the Gospels remind us just how
fickle crowds can
be?

was to be addressed by Peter Berger, author of ‘A Rumour
of Angels’. I asked which bus I should take and a very kind
elderly lady carrying her Saturday shopping said I should get
into her bus as she was going the same way. As we drove
along she told me how much she appreciated the Kirchentag crowds, though she wouldn’t come to any event herself.
She said everyone was always so good humoured. It did the
city good!
In Fellbach there was a serious discussion of the multi-faith
future which Christianity and all other faiths have to face up
to. How and where do we and, much more importantly, all
those young people whose lives are still largely in front of
them find that Christian wisdom which continues to regard
our faith in Christ
as of ultimate importance in an
environment
which
remains
pluralist as far as
the eye can see?

That brings me to
another event I
went to. I got to
the door of the
Stiftskirche in the
city centre only to
be
confronted
with a placard
And, yes, every
announcing
that
Kirchentag is full
the church was
of crowds, which
full!
Someone
can
sometimes
standing
there
appear menacing.
remarked, ‘Where
The crowds gathered for the Opening Service
But
Kirchentags
else would one be
are also full of one-to-one meetings, and of small groups of confronted by such a placard in front of church doors?’
people singing their way through the streets or on the The subject was, ‘Do we need a world government?’ A
trams or trains. Bus drivers, when their vehicle has been group of teenage boys were really frustrated at not being
brought to a standstill in heavy traffic, have been known to able to go in. I felt they should be given priority over us old
ask their passengers to start singing a hymn or two – and -stagers because it was their future which was being debatthey do! The atmosphere on the streets and in the venues ed. In the end we did all get in, and listened to a two hour
is lighthearted and happy. Alcohol simply doesn’t feature!
debate on politics, law, and philosophy.
In Stuttgart we had almost unbroken, very hot sunshine
and people got very hot. The older one gets the more trying are the long walks which are an inevitable feature of
things. But usually any weariness is off-set by the hundreds
and hundreds of young people who make up at least a third
of the total number of participants. And that does an old
person good!

I left wondering where on earth in the UK you would find a
two-hour Church sponsored debate on such a subject, and
attended by so many young people amongst others. And
where does wisdom lie when it comes to developing structures of government which extend beyond the ‘sovereign
nation-state’, so beloved of most of the English, but surely a
fantasy in today’s world?

I was trying to find my way to a meeting in the ‘Alte Kelter’
in Fellbach. It was about ‘Faith without Fanaticism’ which

The Kirchentag is also an occasion in which we old-stagers
see younger colleagues or former students taking a lead in
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their own turn. For obvious reasons, Jewish-Christian dialogue always takes a major place in the Kirchentag. My
wife, Gesine, and I went to hear a former colleague of mine,
Clare Amos, now working for the World Council of
Churches in Geneva on inter-faith matters. She was a member of a panel discussing St Paul’s quotation in Romans 15
verse 10 of Deuteronomy 32 verse 43: “Rejoice, O peoples,
with God’s people”. It might sound at first hearing a rather
obscure matter of Biblical interpretation, but actually it faces up to the question, ‘Who are the people of God?’ The
other speakers were a Jewish scholar of the New Testament who argued that Paul’s theology remained Jewish, a
Christian theologian who pointed out that St Paul speaks
more of joy and rejoicing than of any other human emotion
(he made us all get up and smile), and a Palestinian Christian
from Bethlehem.
Inter-faith subjects at Kirchentags have developed hugely
over the years. Bible Study is shared between theologians,
poets, literary experts, and dramatists from different faith
communities, the insights of Jews and Christians reading
Scripture together are well established, and now Muslim
scholars take part, each reading the same Sacred Scripture
from their own religious standpoints, and finding their own
understanding enriched by insights from the other faith.
But there is still a long way to go. This year has seen greater Palestinian involvement, for example, but though Canon
Naim Ateek was present at the Kirchentag he was not given
a speaking role. The Palestinian voice needs to be heard.
Another past student of mine and member of the ALS,
whose leadership of worship we so much appreciated, was
Christof Theilemann from Berlin. He led this year’s Meissen Service which took place in the Stadtkirche in Bad

Cannstadt, celebrating
and praying for the development of the Meissen Agreement
and the ongoing work of the Meissen Commission (on
which a number of ALS members sit - all power to their
elbow! They certainly need it!). Bishop Nick Baines
preached, but for us the highlight of the service was in fact
a superb choir from Indonesia called ‘Exaudia’, which had
been allocated to the Service by the Kirchentag authorities.
They sang to us from time to time, ending with a wonderful
rendering of ‘The heavens are telling the glory of God’ from
Haydn’s Creation. What it had to do with the Meissen
Commission wasn’t clear, but it was a gloriously uplifting
expression of diversity!
And of course worship plays a large part in Kirchentags,
especially in the huge gatherings at the beginning and end,
but also in churches and outdoor places dotted all around
the city. Amidst all the activities for all ages there are places
reserved for quiet and contemplation and spiritual counsel,
and they are well used and appreciated.

OUR STALL AND STALLHOLDERS
The ALS ‘Stall’ could be found in the ‘Market of Possibilities’, now known as the
‘Market of Opportunities’. Here was endless diversity, housed in ten large tents
called ‘Zelthallen’. Almost any Christian group that wanted to share what it was
doing with the rest of the world could hire a ‘Stand’ and display its activities.
‘We were in Zelthalle 1,’ says Rupert Hoare. ‘It was more like an exhibition hall
than a tent but, with so many people inside and such hot sun outside, behaving
just like a tent and generating a ferocious heat! But that didn’t seem to deter
people from coming in!’
Amongst ALS members
taking their turn to ‘man’
the ‘Stall’ are, from time
to time, our two Moderators, other members of
the Committee, Jochen Dallas now working in Bremen, James Harris who is a new and enthusiastic member from Wales, Rupert and
Gesine Hoare and our stalwart of many Kirchentags, Gudrun
Kaper. She is on her home ground in Stuttgart and made the preparatory booking for the ‘Stall’ well in advance.
‘But our hero is without doubt Joachim Bremer,’ reports Rupert.
‘He stands at the front of the stall day after day, hour after hour,
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and is apparently oblivious to the heat, engaging with any and everyone who comes past. He deserves a medal, not least because he is so obviously enjoying it all, whereas most of us have to go
out for a breather every so often!’
It is Gudrun and Joachim who have shouldered most of the responsibility for
getting everything ready. ‘We set up the stall on the Wednesday morning,’
Joachim tells us. ‘It has two maps with dots marking where in the world the
ALS is represented. We had some placards and leaflets describing the ALS
and what Lutherans and Anglicans are. They’re a bit academic, perhaps, when
you consider the youthfulness of many of the visitors at the Kirchentag!’
Meanwhile, Jochen Dallas, who has been busy on the Wednesday with a group
from his parish, brings in the banner which proclaims, ‘Anglican-Lutheran Society
- We Bring Anglicans and Lutherans Together Worldwide’, and it is up in time for
the Thursday morning opening. There are some posters, The Wartburg and Canterbury Cathedral
for example but, says Joachim, ‘for the most part it is the commitment and friendliness of our staff that is our main asset.’
Gudrun agrees. For her making friends is the key to the whole enterprise. ‘This is my fourth time working in the Markt der Möglichkeiten on
our Society’s stall at a Kirchentag,’ she says, ‘and it’s the first time I’ve
been able to sleep in my own bed! Stuttgart is my home town. I love
the opportunity the Kirchentag provides to make new friends and renew
old friendships, and to tell people about our ALS work.’
There is nothing better than good old fashioned face-to-face contact.
‘Some of us connect with Facebook users who span all generations,’
Gudrun acknowledges, ‘but I feel that actually getting together drinking
tea and coffee, and eating yogurt together is a dimension to our faith
lives which can’t be replaced by any other means of communication.
Facebook, Twitter and the like are, for me, complimentary means of
communication, not the foundation.’
And there is a steady flow of people visiting the stall. Joachim reckons that
they might have had an ulterior motive! ‘Thanks to our Lutheran President,
Bishop Jürgen Johannesdotter, we have mugs (from the LWF),’ he confides,
‘and, thanks to his wife, tea, biscuits and jellybabies - and at one time strawberries! These things seem to some passers-by more attractive than our ecumenical motivation and message!’ But we are sure that is not true of Silke
Fechner, seen chatting to him here.
It is James’ first time on the Society’s stall. ‘I’m here as a new member of the
Anglican-Lutheran Society,’ he says. ‘I don’t have much experience of it yet,
but because I’m able to speak German I’ve been encouraged to assist here.
Markt der Möglichkeiten translates rather clumsily into English as “Market of
Possibilities” or “Opportunities”, but maybe “Ideas Fair” would sound better.’
It turns out that the stall is very well situated. ‘We’re in the Ecumenical Corner of the Markt,’ Joachim tells us. ‘Our stall faces the stall of the Anglican
and Episcopalian congregations in Germany. Then there’s the stall of the German Synod in Great Britain and their congregations throughout the British Isles. Round the corner there is the EKD stall with the Meissen people, and down the aisle
the Lutheran World Federation. We’re right in the middle! Our stall’s juxtaposition between those of the Anglicans in
Germany and the German churches in the UK proves to be fortunate allowing us to make frequent connections, introducing
ourselves to each other and starting - hopefully - new ecumenical links.
‘I trust that some of the people we chatted to will start visiting our homepage www.anglican-lutheran-society.org regularly,’
says Gudrun, ‘and look out for Meissen Commission connections in their churches, and read essays and books written by
people from the “other tradition” when they have topics to study.’
James, the newcomer, is convinced that having this stall at the Kirchentag is very important. ‘I am grateful to Gudrun Kaper
for looking after ALS British visitors with the attentiveness of a mother hen,’ he says, ‘and for finding us comfortable accommodation with generous hosts. It is vital that the ALS is a presence at the Kirchentag. Given the scale and significance of
the event in the life of the EKD it is definitely not too early to plan for the 2017 Berlin Kirchentag.’
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KIRCHENTAG IN STUTTGART 2015:
IMPRESSIONS OF A NEWCOMER
The Rev James Harris, from Wrexham in Wales, joined our Society recently.
Here he shares some more thoughts about the Kirchentag.
Each day began with a Bibelarbeit. I attended a particularly
interesting Christian-Muslim one in which a Muslim Sufi
Sheikh, Chaled Bentounes, and Professor Gerhard Robbers,
Minister of Justice in the regional government of the Rheinland-Palatinate, who is also an executive member of the
German Protestant Church Congress, discussed Matthew
25, 1-13 (the parable of the wise and foolish virgins) before
an audience of several
hundred people. The
reflective discussion
was punctuated by
some hauntingly beautiful contemporary
music from a female
Muslim singer/guitarist,
who also drew from
the Sufi tradition.
I was fascinated to
listen, as part of an
audience of maybe ten
thousand or more
other people, to a live
discussion in the huge
Schleyerhalle. The star
attraction was the famous daughter of a pastor, Federal
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who spoke on the theme “Digital
and Wise?” before joining a panel discussion to expand on
the subject.
The discussion was chaired by a presenter from ZDF and

the debate was broadcast on
national television.
Frau
Merkel’s argument was nuanced. While she acknowledged the need for respecting individual privacy in the digital age,
she also expressed concern that Germany did not get left
behind in the field of
developing digital businesses. Generally she
saw the wisest response to this new
technology as being
less about fear and
more about seeing it as
the modern equivalent
of the printing press
that was so crucial to
the unfolding of the
Lutheran Reformation.
For me a liturgical highlight of the Kirchentag
was the Meissen Eucharist, a bilingual, ecumenical service in the Stadtkirche in Bad Cannstadt at which
Bishop Nick Baines, Church of England co-chair, preached
to a full church. The fact that this was the case even though
dozens of other Kirchentag events were happening around
the city at the same time gives an indication of the scale of
the event.

MAKING CONNECTIONS BACK HOME
Pastor Joachim Bremer issues this challenge
I was the pastor of the German-speaking congregations in Northwest-England for nine years so I know that a congregation
abroad is based more on the language of the worship and prayers and the cultural inheritance than it is on adherence to a
specific confession. Congregations like these are as inclusive as possible, and they can form a living link between Anglicans
and Lutherans – our nearest ‘relatives’.
So, wherever in the world you are living, whenever possible try to get into closer contact with these congregations. It
simply involves finding out whether there is such a congregation in your area, and having the courage and commitment to
introduce yourself and perhaps to invite members of their congregation to some of your own congregation’s social or worship events. That is a practical outworking of what our Society is all about. Its declared aims include ‘encouraging prayer
for the unity of the Church, especially between Anglicans and Lutherans, and developing opportunities for common worship, study, friendship and witness.’ Where better to start than with your local Anglican or Lutheran neighbours?
And if there are no Anglicans or Lutherans reach out to congregations different from yours. Just do what we did in
Stuttgart. Set out your stall. It doesn’t have to be elaborate. As we discovered at the Kirchentag the most important thing
is friendliness. Invite people to come together, Anglicans, Lutherans and others, perhaps in your home or your church hall
or in a local bar. Ask them what makes their church important to them. Tell them about yours. It’s simple, but it encourages dialogue between the confessions as we look forward to Remembering and Celebrating the Reformation in 2017.
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GOD'S SQUAD CHRISTIAN
MOTORCYCLE CLUB:
CLUB
A ‘FRESH EXPRESSION’ OF CHURCH
Bikers can be found on every continent. More often than not they bond simply
through the sheer joy of riding. Clubs identify themselves with ‘patches’ or ‘colours’
sewn onto their jackets. Motorcycle Club patches cannot be bought, only earned,
a process that can take many years. The club name appears on a curved bar known
as a rocker, the club colours are in the centre and a bottom rocker names the club’s
territory. The Rev Mark Hardy is Assistant Pastor of St Luke's Lutheran Church in
Leeds, UK, a biker and Executive Officer of God's Squad Christian Motorcycle Club,
Pilgrim Chapter, Yorkshire. Here he shares something of his rather unusual ministry.
Over the last few years, my work amongst the motorcycle community, specifically the ‘Back-Patch’ clubs, has developed into a major aspect of ‘fresh expressions’ of ministry. My involvement with God’s Squad Christian Motorcycle
Club (GSCMC) truly embodies the spirit of ‘fresh expressions’ in that GSCMC exists purely for the benefit of others, to
serve those outside the church, to exist alongside and be a part of their culture and, of course, ultimately to make disciples.
GSCMC should not be confused with other Christian motorcycle
clubs who provide a valuable service to the motorcycle fraternity
and yet are not openly accepted amongst the more hard core
elements.
Being a full patch member of GSCMC is by invitation only, and
association to GSCMC must be with the backing of each individual’s church and, due to the nature of this ministry, support from
the minister of the congregation. There are 4 stages to becoming
a full patch member. Initially there is an invitation to be a hangaround, then an associate, followed by a period of prospecting
and, finally, receiving full colours. This process will take a minimum of 3 years.
At GSCMC we also run a regular ‘God’s Garage’ (GG), this is
church for those who don’t feel able to attend conventional worship due to their lifestyle. It could be described as a place for spiritual refugees of all kinds and those on the fringes of society.
God is found in the most difficult of places, and our mission is to be in the midst of them as well, witnessing to a God that
brings real personal transformation and hope of new life. GSCMC members witness to that transformation and new future.
Martin Luther said; ‘Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s Grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake his life on
it a thousand times.’
Pastoral care in this environment is a tremendous privilege. In many respects we take on a chaplaincy role within the wider
biker scene. We conduct funerals and weddings and build relationships, spending time with our mates at weekend rallies
and parties. It is easy to look at bikers and assume they have no faith, but often this is not the case. Many have faith in God.
What they lack is faith in church. The ministry of God’s Squad has been called incarnational, cross-cultural and radical, but
it is essentially relational. Luther said, ‘A man does not become a theologian by reading and knowing and understanding, but
by living and dying and being damned.’
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MIXED MESSAGES ABOUT THE
FUTURE OF CHURCH UNITY
World Council of Churches and Roman Catholics celebrate 50 years of ecumenical partnership,
but our editor, Dick Lewis, thinks enthusiasm seems lacking at grass-roots level
This summer marked the 50th anniversary of the Joint
Working Group between the World Council of Churches
and the Roman Catholic Church. The Group met in Rome,
22nd-24th June, for its 10th round of ecumenical conversations since it was set up in 1965 following the proecumenical Second Vatican Council. Its co-moderators are
Metropolitan and Archbishop Nifon of Targoviste from the
Romanian Orthodox Church, a member of the WCC’s central and executive committees, and Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin of the Roman Catholic Church.
The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches,
Olav Fykse Tveit, a pastor in the Lutheran Church of Norway, expressed gratitude for the ‘new momentum in collective efforts to manifest our common faith in God, the creator, and our commitment to common service’. He believes
that the unity agenda remains at the heart of the Church’s
efforts for common witness designed to ensure more justice
and peace for people and creation. ‘We are grateful and
even proud of 50 years as a working group between these
great major ecumenical instruments in the world, the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the World
Council of Churches.’
In a message to the meeting, Pope Francis said participants
should be encouraged by the half-century of collaboration in
ecumenical issues. ‘I encourage the Joint Working Group to
further its discussion on crucial ecumenical issues and, at
the same time, to promote ways for Christians to testify
together to the real, though imperfect, communion shared
by all the baptised,’ he said. He also gave thanks to God for
‘the meaningful ecumenical relationship which we enjoy today’ inspired by the desire for unity of the Church of Christ
and by ‘the scandal of division between Christians’.
Pastor Tveit likened the work of the Joint Working Group
to city maintenance. It needs upkeep and has to deal with
issues relating to community, co-operation, common interests and shared concerns, as well as controversy and conflict. There is need for more work on Christian unity, he
said, quoting shared Eucharist as an example. ‘Looking at
the present state of the ecumenical landscape and the world
at large, we have to confess that divisions among Christians
are there, that we are not sharing the gifts of the triune
God and the fruits of the works of our hands through the
holy Eucharistic fellowship.’ We need ‘deeper theological
reading of our context’ in a new phase of co-operation, he
said. ‘What we cannot have is business as usual.’
Reading the Context Carefully
However, there is an aspect of our context that people engaged in ecumenical conversations have to take very seriously. It is that the grass-roots Christians of all denominations, in Britain at least, do not share their enthusiasm or

Pope Francis and World Council of Churches
General Secretary lav Fykse Tveit. File photo: WCC

vision for Church Unity. Nick Page, who was formerly Director of the Oasis Trust, in a very entertaining book, A
Nearly Infallible History of Christianity, published in
2013 by Hodder & Stoughton (the kind of book that will
appeal to readers who enjoy English humour and who love
church history) reminds his readers that G K Chesterton in
The Napoleon of Notting Hill, called humanity’s favourite game
‘Cheat the Prophet’.
In playing this game ‘the players listen very carefully and
respectfully to all that clever men have to say about what is
to happen in the next generation. The players then wait
until all the clever men are dead, and bury them nicely.
They then go and do something else. For a race of simple
tastes this is great fun!’
Nick Page comments, ‘People are demanding choice. In
Western Europe the ecumenical movement has basically just
stopped, because people are quite happy with variety. They
don’t mind. People no longer care about structural reunion
any more, for the simple reason they don’t much care for
structures. And the one-size-fits-all view of Christianity just
doesn’t work any more.’
What is your experience in this regard? Are the members
of the congregations you belong to engaging in ecumenical
encounters and seeking to draw closer to Christians of other traditions in Eucharistic or other forms of organic unity?
Or are they content to have ‘business as usual’, to the consternation of Pastor Tveit, or simply happy with variety, as
Nick Page suggests? Do please tell our editor what your
experience and feelings are.
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ALS MEMBERSHIP CAN GIVE AN
EXTRA DIMENSION TO HOLIDAYS
For Helen Harding, our Membership Secretary, that was certainly the case when she visited Iceland recently

I’ve always wanted to see a whale, so when we saw an advertisement for a short city break in Reykjavik with a
whale-watching boat trip as part of the deal my husband, Peter, and I signed up straight away. We both like
Iceland! I also know some people in Iceland, fellow members of the Anglican-Lutheran Society. So I got in
touch with Siggi Arnarson, the Society’s National Co-ordinator there, and he immediately invited us to join him
for breakfast at his church in Kopavogur, due south of Reykjavik.
On the appointed day Siggi (pictured here, left, with my husband,
Peter) collected us from our hotel and treated us to a short tour
around part of the city. He pointed out the British Embassy, the
Bishop’s residence, the President’s office, the affluent buildings of
the banks, and so on. One third of Iceland’s 320,000 inhabitants
live in Reykjavik. Compared with London, where I grew up, it all
feels very compact and I enjoyed having the city centre within
easy walking distance.
Like most towns in Iceland, Siggi’s parish is on the coast
(Kopavogur means ‘Seal Pup Bay’). It is mainly residential, though
there are both commercial and industrial areas. There is considerable building work taking place and wherever we went Siggi
pointed out the cranes like the one in my picture. ‘There’s
another one!’ he’d say. These cranes are significant. Back in
2008 Iceland, like most of the rest of the world, suffered a serious economic crash. But the country has managed a remarkable turn around and the building works are tangible evidence of
an improving economy. Mind you, the picture is not entirely
rosy. Many Icelanders left to find work in Norway and other
countries. Now that things are getting better, strikes are becoming more common. Indeed, our trip very nearly didn’t
happen because of threatened strikes at the airport and hotels,
but happily these were called off at the last minute.
Siggi’s church, as you can see from the picture below, is very
striking and its profile is incorporated into the town’s seal or
symbol. He told us that over 80% of all the young people in
Iceland come for confirmation and about 85% of the adult population belongs to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland.
However, only a much lower percentage of the population actually attends church worship on Sundays, but
most people remain very supportive of the church
and think of it as being an important part of their
culture.
Among a number of other very small Christian denominations in Iceland is an Anglican congregation
which meets once a month in the Hallgrimskirkja in
Reykjavik. The Pastor, Bjarni Thor Bjarnasson, is a
Lutheran Priest who, like Siggi, is also authorised as
an Anglican priest – and is a member of ALS.
It happened that, while we were there, a touring
choir from Southwark Cathedral in London was
also visiting Iceland. They had given a concert in
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Siggi’s church hall on the Friday evening and were singing at
the 11am Eucharist at Hallgrimskirkja, so I decided to go
there on Sunday. Hallgrimskirkja is an amazing building. Its
façade was created to resemble the basalt columns found in
Iceland’s volcanic landscape.
The service was completely in Icelandic, apart from a welcome in English to the choir from Southwark. But that was
not a problem. It was a joy to worship there and to feel a
part of the worldwide Church on Trinity Sunday, joining
with the local congregation, as well as the choir and other
tourists, in worshipping God together.
Before the service I met Southwark
Cathedral’s Organist and Director of
Music, Peter Wright. He introduced
me to one of the church members,
Icelandic artist Leifur Breiðfjörð, pictured here. He not only belongs to
the congregation at Hallgrimskirkja,
but designed the church doors, the
The impressive façade of Hallgrimskirkja
font (baptistry) and the pulpit. I
found the baptistry particularly attractive. The base is made of black Icelandic basalt and
the top from beautiful Czech crystal with bubbles which reminded me of the glacial ice
with bubbles in it that I had seen before in Iceland. That, Leifur
told me, was a significant reason for choosing to make it with that particular crystal! In
conversation I learned of his personal link with Southwark Cathedral. He had been commissioned to create a stained glass window there to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee
of Queen Elizabeth II in 2012.
Our brief visit to Iceland had an extra dimension added to it simply because I belong to
the ALS. My Icelandic ALS friends made us feel very welcome and introduced us to a
whole lot of new people. So when you plan to travel somewhere it might be worth asking if there
are any ALS
members where you’re going to. If
there are, I’m sure they will give
you as warm a welcome as we received from Siggi! All you have to
do is get in touch with me
(harding232@gmail.com) and tell
me where you are going. I hold all
the names and addresses of our
members worldwide, and if there
are any living in the area you are
visiting I will try to put you in touch
The Choir from Southwark Cathedral singing during the morning Eucharist
with each other!!
And did we see a whale? Yes, we certainly did!
On a glorious day spent out on the sea in bright
sunshine, with the snow covered mountains and
glaciers and the skyline of Reykjavik behind us,
there they were - minke whales blowing and just
breaking the surface. Here is a photo of one of
them that I was able to take. It was an occasion
when once again I praised God for his amazingly
varied and beautiful creation.
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CELEBRATING THE REFORMATION :
A COMMEMORATIVE BEAKER OF 1717
As we look forward to the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 we may well be wondering what form
earlier celebrations took. The interest of our Anglican President, Dr John Arnold, was stimulated recently when
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London asked him to contribute to an audio recording to assist visitors.
His subject is a beautiful beaker and cover made for a rich citizen of Frankfurt for the bicentenary in 1717
and acquired by the Museum from a Mr Whitehead in 1864 for £31. He was asked to describe the cup itself,
the theological background to the Reformation, the significance of Martin Luther
and the state of religion in Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries – in just three minutes!
The Museum’s newly transformed ‘Europe 1600-1815’ galleries will open to the public on 9th December 2015.
Next to the grand entrance, they will display the Museum’s unrivalled collection of 17th and 18th century
European art and design. Do try to visit. When you listen to the audio guide this is what you will hear.
As I take the beaker in my hand I notice
that this is a real cup, one which you
could drink from, quaffing a large quantity of beer or, more likely, wine. It was
commissioned in 1717 for the bicentenary of the Reformation and made in
Nuremberg, an early bastion of Lutheranism, famed for the skill of its gold and
silversmiths.
By the beginning of the 16th century
everyone agreed that the Church in
Western Europe needed reform. The
Popes in Rome, who should have taken
the lead, were part of the problem, not
least because they were funding the rebuilding of their splendid new St Peter’s
Cathedral by the sale of indulgences,
which looked like an attempt to buy
God’s favour.
Martin Luther was a young German
monk and Professor at the new University of Wittenberg, which was not under the authority of
the Pope but of the Elector of Saxony. He was convinced
that salvation could not be bought or sold but was a gift
from God, received by faith alone, and that it was a relationship rather than a transaction. This belief became public
when in 1517 he is supposed to have posted 95 theses on
the door of the church, protesting primarily against indulgences but going on to criticise other abuses in the church.
This was not in itself particularly provocative; it was the
normal way of starting a debate in a university, but it led to
discussions and disputations, greatly aided by the recent
development of printing. As the Reformation spread
throughout Europe, this moment acquired iconic status as
its starting point.
Luther, who had based his arguments not on tradition but
on the Bible, had not intended to split the church, only to
reform it. However, forces beyond his control led to the
break-up of medieval Christendom and pitted Protestants
and Catholics against each other.
By 1717, after the Wars of Religion, an uneasy truce prevailed in Germany.
Evangelical Christians, called Pietists,

re-committed themselves to Luther’s
religious work, while adherents of the
Enlightenment emphasised his struggle
against medieval superstition and celebrated him as the ‘Daystar of the Reformation.’
All these themes can be seen in our
beaker. It is set with medallions, like
coins such as the Thaler (from which
we get our modern word ‘dollar’). One
shows Luther posting his 95 theses;
another personifies the Protestant
church continuing his work; yet another
has an inscription with its capital letters
spelling out 1717 in Roman numerals.
Light is a theme that features in several
medallions. One speaks of ‘morning
light’, another of ‘the light of the Gospel’ and shows Luther and an angel lifting up a bushel to let a candle shine out.
Yet another says, ‘May he (Luther) shine
forever.’ When the beaker is drained, the medallion in the
base is gradually revealed. It shows a rock rising out of the
water with a book lying open upon it and the one word
‘biblia’ – the Bible. This is the rock on which the Reformation stands, now as then.
Plans are under way to celebrate the fifth centenary in 2017,
not in opposition to but in co-operation with other churches, especially the Roman Catholic Church. So the story
has, if not yet a happy ending, at least a happy continuation
or sequel – something to look forward to.

PRAYING FOR UNITY
Prayer for the unity of the Church is an important part of
ALS membership commitment. So your committee invites
everyone, both as part of their personal devotions and also
when leading intercession in worship, to use the annual
cycles of prayer produced by the Anglican Communion,
the World Council of Churches and Porvoo Communion.
You may already do that, but if you don’t they can all be
accessed online.
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ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES!
MESSY CHURCH CANADA IS GROWING
In the last issue of The Window there was an item about Messy Church in Denmark and we asked readers
to share with us their experience of new forms of worship in their own Churches or congregations.
Here we hear about developments in Canada, from an article by Diana Swift in the Anglican Journal, June 2015.
Jesus was a carpenter, a hands-on teacher with a common
touch that brought the news of the kingdom to those on
the messy fringes of society. It’s not hard to imagine his
presence around a crafts table awash in paint, paste and
pots of glue in Messy Church, the church of the unchurched. This fast-growing ministry brings the gospel to
families that are not churched or cannot attend formal services on Sunday mornings. And for that it has not lacked
criticism from more traditional elements in the churches.
Typically, its all-age sessions take place monthly in a church
or hall, on a Saturday or a weekday, focusing on Bible story
themes. After refreshments, people do theme-related activities and crafts, then take part in a short worship celebration with prayer, music and story-telling. The sessions close
with the sharing of a hot meal and, significantly, kids and
adults work together in every aspect.
‘Over a third are adults at our monthly Sunday afternoon
meeting, and it’s exciting because most don’t go to any other church,’ says Bishop Larry Robertson of the diocese of
Yukon. He started hosting sessions at Christ Church Cathedral in Whitehorse in 2013, and recently helped start a
Messy Church group in Belize. ‘A couple of people have
said that Messy Church is their church. They’ve found a
home here.’ Occasionally a family will start attending regular weekly services, although that is not the intended goal of
Messy Church, he stresses. ‘It’s designed and shaped to
meet the needs of families in the community.’
As you can see from the picture above, Bishop Robertson’s
forté in Messy Church is puppetry: he’s a dab hand with a
talking lamb or a wolf.
Messy Church was launched in Canada in 2007 by the Rev
Nancy Rowe of St. George’s Anglican Church, Georgetown,
in Ontario’s diocese of Niagara. It has now grown to at
least 150, of which 65 are Anglican, 60 United Church of
Canada and the rest are Lutheran, Presbyterian and Salvation Army. Messy Church enthusiasts are looking to expand the national network to include Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.
Canadian Messy Church is also working with people in Quebec to establish a francophone version. Workshops to be
held this October in Montreal will look at using the logo
with a French name that would retain the playful and positive aspects of messiness signalled by the English.
The group may produce some basic materials in French and
everyone’s wondering how Messy Church will translate into
French without losing its creative, mess-is-good connotation. L'Église qui se salit les mains perhaps?

Bishop Larry Robertson of the diocese of the Yukon prepares for his
puppet session at Messy Church in Christ Church Cathedral, Whitehorse.
Photo: Anglican Journal Contributed

SUPPORT URGED FOR
MIGRANTS AND
REFUGEES
There are more than 50 million refugees in the world today. So far this year more than 350,000 of them have arrived in southern Europe, many of them by boat and all of
them at very considerable risk. More than 2,600 are
known to have died this year alone. So, at the Lutheran
World Federation’s Leadership Consultation in Trondheim,
Norway, on 14th May, a call was issued to the European
governments and to the European Union to establish a programme like ‘Mare Nostrum’ to search and rescue the refugees in the whole Mediterranean Sea, to create safe passage
corridors for refugees especially from countries like Syria
and Iraq, and to develop a system for a more just distribution of refugees within Europe.
The Consultation went
on to ask all churches
in Europe to contact
their own governments and to urge
them to support these
requests.
Christians
believe that all migrants and refugees are
their brothers and
sisters and that they
should be assisted in all
possible ways.
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THE SINGING OF THE STRASBOURG PROTESTANTS
Dr Roy Long commends a book on an aspect of the Reformation that is perhaps not very well known.
At our 2012 Annual General Meeting in
Cambridge, Dr Daniel Trocmé-Latter
gave a scholarly and erudite presentation on the subject of Martin Bucer’s
sojourn in Cambridge between 1549
and 1551. The same scholarship and
erudition are clearly present in his
book, The Singing of the Strasbourg
Protestants, 1523-1541, published in the
excellent St Andrew’s Studies in Reformation History (Farnham, Ashgate Press,
2015. ISBN: 9781472432063). At
nearly 400 pages it is not a book for
the faint-hearted, but persistence will
yield great rewards.
Dr Trocmé-Latter, Fellow and Director of Studies in Music at Homerton
College, has utilised his specialisms to
explore a side of the Reformation that
most of us know little about. We usually assume, incorrectly, that Lutherans
were defenders and supporters of art
and music in congregational worship,
whereas the ‘Reformed’ (usually used
as a somewhat blanket term to describe mainstream groups which were
not Lutheran) were iconoclasts in this
respect. This book clearly demonstrates that this was not true, and that
many of the non-Lutheran reformers
(though not all) were equally concerned about congregational singing,
which they used as a means of both
educating and strengthening the faith of

church members, and also of spreading the message of the new reformist
teaching. Dr Trocmé-Latter focuses
on Strasbourg, which was in itself an
interesting place, being strategically
located on a convergence of trading
routes, an imperial ‘Free City’ –
which meant that it had a measure of
independence and could organise
itself constitutionally – and a centre
for the printing and publishing of
books.
Strasbourg also held an interesting
place in the development of the
Reformation, being somewhere inbetween the conservatism of the Lutherans and the more radical ideas of
the Swiss reformers. Martin Bucer,
for many years the leader of reform
in the city, was, at times, viewed with
suspicion by both sides. It still remains a debated question, ‘Was Martin Bucer a Lutheran?’ Dr TrocméLatter describes the key points in the
reform of the city but, of course, with
a distinctive focus of worship and
singing. Like all the other principalities, territories, and free cities which
embraced reformist ideas, Strasbourg
had to find a way of expressing the re
-discovered message of the Gospel in
ways that made for peaceful change,
and this book skilfully describes the
ways in which the old-style Mass was

ALS MEMBER MADE
BISHOP IN SWEDEN
During High Mass in Uppsala
Cathedral on 6th September,
2015, presided over by the Most
Rev Antje Jackelén, Archbishop
of Sweden, Johan Dalman (left), a
member of our Society, was consecrated as the new Bishop of
Strängnäs. At the same service
the Rt Rev Mikael Mogren was
made Bishop of Västerås.
The service was attended by the
King and Queen of Sweden, and
clergy and people from throughout Sweden, many of whom
wore regional and national dress.

abolished, how the Strasbourg church
authorities tried to deal with differing
views, and the importance of the city’s
influence in other places.
Attached to the main text of the book
is a series of appendices – some of
which are mini-theses in their own
right! What is particularly fascinating is
the inclusion in these of original texts
of 16th century ‘psalms and spiritual
songs’ and, an essential for scholars, a
detailed bibliography to enable readers
to pursue further studies for themselves.
Not, as I said above, a book for the
faint-hearted, but a detailed and scholarly study of a little known history that
provides a satisfying read for others
interested in the topic. Do not expect a
brief light-hearted introduction to this
rather esoteric field, but stay with it
and be amply rewarded – and rejoice in
the fact that the author’s excellent use
of the English language helps you on
your way. You do not, by the way,
need to have a PhD in music to understand what the book is saying and, as
someone musically illiterate, this particular reader was able to find his way
through the book with enjoyment and
satisfaction! I wonder if anyone gives St
Cecilia’s Day presents? If they do, then
this fascinating book surely qualifies.

BISHOP OF BERGEN IS
ECUMENICAL CANON
The Bishop of the Church of England Diocese of Southwark
has appointed the Rt Revd Halvor Nordhaug, Bishop of
Bergen, an Ecumenical Canon of Southwark Cathedral.
Bishop Halvor (pictured here) has been Bishop of Bergen
since 2008. The two Cathedrals
have been linked for a number of
years. The two bishops are
working to extend the link to
include the two Dioceses as
well.
They already enjoy a
strong relationship as a number
of priests from Norway are
working in Southwark Diocese,
in the Norwegian Church and
also in the Seamen’s Mission in
Rotherhithe.
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TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE
Norway’s largest church festival, part of the annual St Olav Festival
at the west front of Nidaros Cathedral, took on a green tint this year
as climate justice became a major focus on 1st August in Trondheim.
A presentation about the situation of a country deeply affected
by climate change and a speech by the General Secretary of the
World Council of Churches (WCC), the Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit,
himself a Norwegian pastor, were among featured events.

Tomm Kristiansen, Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation, Rabia Waqar, and the Rev Dr Olav Fykse Tveit

The experience of Pakistan
Rabia Waqar, programme coordinator
for Norwegian Church Aid in Pakistan,
helped people understand the impact
of climate change by explaining what is
going on in her home country. ‘The
weather has changed considerably in
my lifetime,’ she said. ‘The temperatures have risen and the glaciers melt
at a much higher rate. The melting
water combines with the monsoon
rain creating huge floods. At the same
time, in Pakistan we are experiencing
droughts and heat waves.’ She went
on to explain how it is the less fortunate in the population who bear the
brunt of the environmental disasters.

The need for public accountability
Dr Olav Fykse Tveit has closely followed the public debate in Norway on
environmental issues. In his speech he
stressed the Church’s need to demand
accountability of public officials. ‘As
members of the global church, we have
a duty to talk about these issues,’ he
said. ‘We all belong to the same humanity, and we share the same challenge. The church itself cannot change
the climate issues. We do not have
the mechanisms for that. However,
what we can do is to contribute to
changing how the politicians think, and
their definition of what this reality is
like.’

Asked about how Churches might
contribute to combatting climate
change in Pakistan, her answer was
very clear. ‘Most people in Pakistan
have not grasped the concept of manmade climate change,’ she explained.
‘They still believe it is fate or a punishment from God. This is also true for
the religious leaders. Therefore we
need assistance from international
churches and organizations to help us
to learn more about how we can educate and mobilize our religious leaders
to become advocates of these issues,’ she said.

From the scientists, he suggested, we
have learned that, as regards climate,
we have all sinned against God and
creation. From the faithful, we have
learned never to give up hope. He
commended Pope Francis’s recent
encyclical, Laudato Si, for being very
close to the position of the WCC on
climate change and an expression and
example of how we all have to engage
and address the issues raised by climate change. ‘The role of the Church
is to show that this is a question concerning our relationship as human beings with God and the earth.’

EMBROIDERY
UNITING
NEIGHBOURS
During our conference in Hungary a
year ago Madeleine Holmes, an Anglican from Aquitaine in France, showed
us a wall hanging she had made. Bishop
David Hamid had asked that, as part of
the Anglican Diocese in Europe’s 2014
Lent Appeal, support for the Women
of Afghanistan should be a special focus
of prayer. Madeleine knew of ‘Threads
Uniting Women’, a work that Pascal
Goldenberg does amongst Afghan
women, encouraging them to take up
their traditional embroidery skills and
selling the things they make throughout
Europe. The proceeds help to teach
tailoring skills to more Afghan women
who want to work and to fend for
themselves, instead of being forced
into marriages in order to live.
Madeleine had already purchased some
of their embroideries. The title of the
Lent Appeal was ‘Who is my neighbour’, so she incorporated some of
their work into her wall hanging to
draw the attention of her congregation
in France to the appeal. During our
conference she spoke about Diakonia,
and, as you can see in the picture below, she used the hanging to illustrate
how our neighbour is everyone and
anyone in the world.
Karl Przywala, Rector of Holy Trinity
Church, Vancouver, Canada, admired
her work and when the conference
ended she gave it to his congregation.
It now hangs on the west wall at the
end of the main aisle in his church
where it is much admired.
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TACKLING A TABOO SUBJECT
‘Holy Ground’ is Exeter Cathedral's alternative service designed to create space for
contemplation and creativity in worship. It is very popular with students and younger
adults, but all ages are welcome. Each service starts with Holy Communion lasting
45 minutes, with readings and a creative liturgy that enables reflection and prayer.
Then the congregation enjoys refreshments and engages with a guest speaker in a café
style area of the Cathedral until about 9pm.
Helen Harding, a Reader, tells us about one of the services she attended recently.

‘There was a big sign on the main road
saying “Crematorium - strictly one
way”!’ I have a cup of “real” coffee in
one hand, a biscuit in the other, and
I’m laughing at a short film in which
comedians are talking about death.
Not quite what I would normally expect to be doing in Exeter Cathedral
on a Sunday evening. Just as unusual is
the way the evening service started an
hour ago. In absolute silence four
people solemnly carried a coffin down
the aisle and placed it in front of the
small altar in the nave. Have I come to
a funeral service by mistake? No!
This is “Holy Ground”, an evening
time of worship designed to help people to engage with Christian spirituality
in a creative way.
Carrying in a coffin sets the theme for
this particular evening - death. It
might not seem a particularly attractive subject, but the service has been
designed to make us think, or think
again, about the inevitability of death.
In England death is normally a bit of a
conversation stopper! But the Christian faith has a good deal to say about
it, not least that it doesn’t have the last
word - the last word is Resurrection.
But such a belief, while true, can tempt
Christians into talking so much about
heaven and the afterlife that they fail
to pay proper attention to the journey
through bereavement, the need for
lament, and an understanding that,
even with hope, people need space to
be honest with themselves, with each
other and with God.

In many ways the service seems quite
‘normal’. It includes songs, hymns and
dramatic readings. But there is also
silence, poetry and contemplative activities. The Gospel reading tells of
Jesus coming to Bethany and finding
Lazarus dead and buried. Some people there say, ‘Could not he who opened
the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?’ So we are all invited
to make our own response to that
question by going on a short journey
around the Cathedral. It is a tiny pilgrimage symbolising our own earthly
journey from life to death, and I am
reminded of some of the things Bishop
Martin Lind told us at the Society’s
AGM in March.

At the West end there is a large patch
of sand with shells buried in it and we
remember pilgrims to Santiago de
Compostela who are invited to find a
shell to remind them that God, who
has broken the power of the tomb,
goes with them. ‘As the waves of the
ocean wash shells up onto the shores,
God's hand also guides us on our earthly
pilgrimage.’

At the High Altar we are invited to
put ash on our hands or forehead as a
symbol of our mortality. Remember,
‘you are but dust and to dust you shall
return’ (Genesis 3.19).
In the Lady Chapel we reflect on the
importance of lament or sorrow by
taking a small glass stone, like a tear
drop, and dropping it into the bottle,
remembering that ‘You keep track of all
my sorrows. You have collected all my
tears in your bottle’ (Psalm 56).

The Eucharist uses language reflecting
the death and resurrection of Christ.
The words we all say are projected
onto a large screen together with pictures and helpful images. As we move
forward to receive communion we are
invited to take with us a small card.
Printed on it are the words ‘When you
were buried with him in baptism, you were
also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the
dead.’ (Colossians 2.12) We can put
the card into the open coffin as a symbol of the burial we have already been
through in baptism, then go on and eat
and drink in remembrance that Christ
died for us, and that he lives with us
and in us.
Finally, the lid is put on the coffin - with
quite a bang echoing round the still
cathedral - and it is carried out to the
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words of a prayer familiar to members contemplative prayer.
So there is something
of the Church of England;
available for every‘Support us, O Lord, all the day long of this one, whatever their
troublous life, until the shadows lengthen own particular needs
and the evening comes, the busy world is may be.
hushed, the fever of life is over and our
work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy There are at least
grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and 130 people in Exeter
peace at the last; through Christ our Lord.’ Cathedral this evening and, whilst that
An hour has passed, and the worship may not seem many in such a vast
has been focused, thoughtful, engaging, space, it is enough for it to feel a really
and stimulating of all the senses. And good crowd.
now, here we are enjoying coffee and
the film of the comedians. We are in ‘Why do you like going to Holy
groups and are invited by Maggie Ground?’ I ask several people at the
Draper, from St Luke’s Hospice in end of the evening as we are preparing
Plymouth, to think about our own lives to go home.
and particularly what we would like to
happen as we get older and especially ‘It stretches your mind and makes you
when we are approaching death. She think outside the box.’
reminds us that ‘talking about death
doesn’t make it happen any more than ‘The worship is reverent yet very diftalking about sex makes you pregnant!’ ferent from my normal Sunday services.
It’s centred in liturgy, yet it’s informal
People gathered around the tables are and everything links in with the talk. I
given topics to discuss together, like find it challenging to consider worldhow many words or phrases can we wide issues and themes such as death,
think of in the English language that we sexuality, adoption, and all in a Chrisuse instead of the word “died”? Be- tian context.’
tween us we come up with more than
40! It is very thought provoking and
makes me more determined not to
skirt round the subject of death!

‘The Cathedral gives a sense of awe
which enhances the worship, especially
in the quiet of an evening when all else
in the building is still.’

For people who don’t feel the need for
any more words after the Eucharist and
coffee, and who would prefer some
quiet, there is an invitation to go to the
Chapter House where there are beanbags to sit and lie on, candles, and an
opportunity for guided meditation and

‘The music is beautiful.’
‘Sometimes I think there’s too much
audio/visual input - it can be too
“whizzy” - but not tonight!’
‘It’s good to just “be” and not have any

responsibility. I find it a time of spiritual refreshment and nourishment. Everything is so well planned and thought
out, and it feels good.’
Tonight our table had three ordained
clergy, three Readers (Anglican lay ministers) and three others who have significant responsibilities in their home
churches. One Reader said, ‘It’s so nice
when I don’t have any responsibility for
what’s happening, or the pastoral care
of the people here, as I do in my home
church. I can relax and be myself and
listen to the Lord.’
What about me? Well, I agree with
them all. I have found the audio/visual
element tonight very helpful.
It
touched parts of me which often lie
dormant in services. I am a person
who doesn’t engage so well with just
my ears, and I like it best when there
are visual stimuli and things that touch
all my senses. Tonight, in Exeter Cathedral, they’ve done in much bigger
and more expansive ways what I try to
do in a small way when I’m leading
worship, especially All-Age worship, in
the churches where I minister. I’ll definitely make a point of going to “Holy
Ground” again!

A REFORMING CHURCH IN A CHANGING AFRICA
The Lutheran Communion in Africa (LUCA) held its biennial conference from 20th-24th May, 2015, in Moshi, Tanzania.
Delegates looked back over 60 years since the Marangu Conference of 1955, the first all Africa Lutheran conference, which
led to the birth of the Lutheran Communion in the region. Men, women and young people from all the member churches
in Africa took as their theme, ‘Marangu to Wittenberg: Being a Reforming Church in a Changing Africa Context’.
While acknowledging the many gains, contributions and trials of their forebears in the faith, the conference focused on issues that need to be dealt with today. Top of the list was renewal of the spiritual life of the churches, and the provision of
theological education and formation to enable this to happen. To help ensure the sustainability of the Church and its ministries, servanthood leadership models must be developed and good governance in the church ensured. Constructive relationships should be created with other Christians and faith traditions, while prophetic and holistic mission and diakonia as
initiated by God must always remain central to the life, witness and vocation of the Church today if injustice, violent conflicts, poverty, and human rights abuses are to be combatted.
The conference also looked forward to the 500th Anniversary of Reformation in 2017 in Windhoek, Namibia, with the LWF
Reformation and Assembly theme: ‘Liberated by God's Grace: Salvation not for sale, creation not for sale and human beings
not for sale.’
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At its National Convention held in Edmonton from 9th-12th July 2015 the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) gave 95% approval to a
motion proposing that temporary lay ministers be authorised, under very
restricted circumstances, to ‘proclaim the Word and to preside at Holy
Communion’ in under-served areas.
Lay people with ‘an aptitude for preaching and presiding’ will be appointed,
after synod-based consultation and suitable theological formation, in very
specific ministry contexts for one-year renewable terms.
These new lay ministers will work under the close supervision of a pastor
and will be non-stipendiary. They will not preside at weddings, funerals or
baptisms, and will not wear clerical garb or vestments, although they will be
permitted to put on an alb when preaching or presiding at communion.
Congregations will only be allowed to engage a lay minister when all other
options, such as multi-point parishes, itinerant ministers and clergy-sharing
with an ecumenical partner, Anglican, Presbyterian or United Church, have
been exhausted.
National Bishop, Susan Johnson, who was re-elected by the Convention for
a third term, felt sure that this new departure would not damage the fullcommunion relationship between the ELCIC and the Anglican Church of
Canada. ‘A lot of checks and balances have been written into the policy,’
she said, ‘and I want to assure our sister Church that we will live into this
responsibly and continue in communication.’ She described the new policy
as a compromise designed to meet the need for sacramental ministry in
small congregations that lack regular access to it. ‘Some in the ELCIC might
have been opposed to it as not being the norm but, understanding the real
need, they supported it,’ she continued.
Two members of the Anglican Church of Canada, Archdeacon Bruce Myers
and Canon Paul Jennings, have been asked by the Joint Anglican-Lutheran
Commission to prepare a statement on what the new policy will mean for
Anglicans. At present the distribution of communion by deacons and lay
persons can be permitted in their Church, but practice varies from diocese
to diocese. ‘Some make extensive use of lay people and deacons in the
distribution of the reserved sacrament in congregations because a priest is
not regularly available to preside at a celebration of the eucharist,’ says
Archdeacon Myers. ‘Others use this option sparingly.’ They hope to have
their statement ready in September.

